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Each of the six short videos in this programme goes back to basics, or touches bottom. It starts with a narrative of primordial creation, takes in a primal scene of familial confrontation and some entities rehearsing their existence backstage, a stand-up comic hitting his nadir and a short scatological odyssey, before concluding with a musically-modulated primal scream.

Including work by Steve Claydon, David Blandy, Sebastian Buerkner, Ann Course & Paul Clark, Katie Davies and  Wojciech Bruszewski.

Curated by Mike Sperlinger.

From Earth
Steve Claydon 

2005, 5 mins

I Am

David Blandy 

2003-4, 2 mins

In ‘i am’, Blandy investigates one of the primary character-forming factors in his development , the father/son relationship. Blandy explores the complex mix of competition, pride and love in this relationship through re-enacting a scene in “Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back” with his own father (who is also an artist), where Darth Vader reveals that he is Luke Skywalker’s father. The scene has become iconic in popular culture, being quoted in “Toy Story 2”, “The Simpsons” and “3rd Rock from the Sun” (among others), but it is so memorable, and humourous, because the original scene is so emotionally wrought, and exceedingly shocking in a space adventure movie; The personification of evil is the progenitor of the “good” hero.

Peak Project

Sebastian Buerkner 

2005, 6 mins

Peak gives a backstage insight into an improbable theatre production. Sets are built, equipment tested and surreal characters rehearse their acts or just kill time. Theatrical visual illusions suggest the possibility of bending time and space, while stage props are alive and form a natural part of the cast. Their arrangements form a collection of allegories in the language of theatrical symbolism; pre-production turns out to be a space where unreal forms can rehearse their future existence. We are left to guess what kind of play they might perform, or when the curtain will rise...

Looking For Abraham
Katie Davies

2004, 3 mins

A stand-up dies in Santa Monica.

Waiting for Waste
Ann Course

2003, 3 mins

The soft butterfly is stuck in a hard place between life and death. Holes are executed, weeping and ejaculating as people play games and die around them.

Made in collaboration with Paul Clark.

YYAA
Wojciech Bruszewski 

1973, 5 mins

The author of the film / seen on the screen / screams: yyyy... Four sources of light constituting lighting are switched by lottery, by an electronic device, within the bounds of chance from 0 to 8 seconds.

In any moment of the film only one of the four lamps casts light on the author.

Each of the four directions of lighting has its equivalent in a different modulation of the author's voice.

The modulation changes synchronically with the change of lighting.

The film technique provides the author with a five-minute long exhalation.

A repeated change of the shot from a close-up to a semi close-up and vice versa is motiveless. - W.B.

